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Our district is called Vélkermarkt.

Volkermarkt is in the federal province of Carinthia in Austria.
Volkermarkt has an area of 907.49 km? and a population of 42,847. Our vehicle
registration is VK.
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Volkermarkt has 11 municipalities:
Diex
Feistritz ob Bleiburg
Gallizien
Globasnitz
Neuhaus
Ruden
St. Kanzian am Klopeiner See
Sittersdorf k
Griffen
Eisenkappel &
Eberndorf

In our district Volkermarkt several lakes and a few outdoor pools are situated. We
have an outdoor pool in almost each community.

Near the most famous lake, it is called Lake Klopein, there is a forest adventure
facility. In a few years there will be a ‘water world’. Around Lake Klopein you can do
many sports activities like beach volleyball or surfing. People like visiting many pubs
and restaurants in the area of Lake Klopein. Many tourists from different countries
spend their holidays at Lake Klopein during the summer months. It is something
special for us to go by MS Magdalena. MS Magdalena is a tourist ship. The ship
starts at the Tainacher Briicke, sails as far as to the Edlinger Hydroelectric and the
same distance back. You may even rent the ship for a private party or similar events.

In Bad Eisenkappel there is a spa and a climbing hall. You can also go to the cave.
There is another cave in Griffen , but a smaller one. In Griffen there is also the
Griffner Mountain. You can go there and there is a restaurant and a ruin.
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In Globasnitz you can find a museum and the Hemmaberg with the Holy Hemma.

People who believe in god and are very religious go to the Hemmaberg to drink the
-Hemmawater”.

Bleiburg is very cultural, because there are galleries of famous artists like Werner
Berg or Kiki Kogelnik.

In Volkermarkt we have a youth centre and a small shopping mall. There is also a
polyclinic and a city pharmacy.

Our living spaces within the district of Volkermark t:
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1.1 My living space: Christian Osou

Our family built a fine home in Schreckendorf in 1990, a place near St. Kanzian.
Around our house we have a big garden. | like working in the garden.

The village where | live, Schreckendorf, is a small one with 150 inhabitants. Many of
my friends also live there. | think Schreckendorf is a nice place, because if we need
something like milk or bread, we have to drive one kilometer only, then we are in the
centre of St. Kanzian, our main city in our community. In St. Kanzian we have all we
need to live, because of a good infrastructure.
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My rural living space is a nice place to grow up happily. | feel confortable about my
village, my community and our region. | like living there, because we have lovely
views of our mountains, very nice lakes where you can swim and we have a big river,
the Drau, too.My living space makes me feel confortable, so | want to become old
there.In the last few years the children in my village grew up. Ten years ago, there
were 100 kids who went to school by bus. Nowadays there we have not any school
busses because there are no kids for primary school any longer.

| think, politicians should support young people, if they want to have kids. It must be
more lucrative and attractive to have kids than to go to work. Then, | think, the falling
birth- rate will be stopped.

1.2 My living space: Nicole Slanitsch

| live in a little town called Edling. | do not really like to live there because there is not
anything | can do. In Edling there is a Primary School next to my house. That was
fine when | frequented this school but now | have to go to the Commercial College in
Volkermarkt by bus everyday — and there is only one bus a day to Volkermarkt. In a
few years | do not want to live here anymore.

In Edling there is also a church but | am not very religious. Next to the church there is
a pub but hardly anybody goes there. It is very old and young people do not like it.

About 20 years ago a lot of young people went to this pub every weekend. We do not
have any shops in Edling - so, whatever | need | have to go about 2 km by car to the
next small supermarket in Mittlern. There is also a small bank with only one bank
clerk.

Allin all in future |1 do not want to stay here. For older people who have not got a car
there are not any possibilities to reach a shop.
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1.3 My living space: Joel Till

When | was 8 years old, | left my old home in the Netherlands to live in Austria. My
mother’s decision was a really good one. For almost 10 years now | have lived in
Austria, in Bad Eisenkappel - it is a pretty rural space.

For me the word "rural® means that a living space has not such a high population
as bigger cities. But for me there is a difference between very rural and not so rural. |
would call a little sleepy village with just less than 100 people who live there very
rural. Not so rural would be a small town like Volkermarkt with more than 5,000
inhabitants. In such a town you also may get almost all things you need for living.

Bad Eisenkappel is not an extremely rural place, but it also is not a bigger village.
There are nearly 2,000 inhabitants. In Bad Eisenkappel there are: an open air pool,
an indoor tennis court, many different stores, a lot of taverns and hotels, a huge offer
for touristic activities and even a climbing area. But it could be better - and it was - in
the past. Bad Eisenkappel had a cinema, a railway station, a paper factory and a
population of over 4,000. Time has changed, so Bad Eisenkappel is one of the
communities with the most rural depopulation of Carinthia. To improve the situation,
the village has to expand its offer, to make this space more pleasant and attractive
for new inhabitants. Maybe one way could be a connection back to the railway
system, an increase of job offers, more favorable prices for renting homes and a
bigger offer for leisure activities.

This is the centre of Bad Eisenkappel. On the right side you can see a few taverns,
where you can eat or have a drink. My favorite Pub is on the right end of this street.
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This is "Gasthaus Moritz M1" (we call it "mo"), my favorite Pub in Bad Eisenkappel, where |
meet my best friends to have a drink together nearly each weekend.

1.4 My living space: Leppelt Michelle

| grew up in a little village called Kiihnsdorf. Now | am 18 years old and still live there.
In Kilhnsdorf there are schools and shops, a bank and taverns As far as | know there
are about 2,000 inhabitants.. Near the church there is a little park with a pond and
many ducks. Each
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summer a park party is a popular event. There you meet your friends and enjoy the
perfect catering. We also have a kindergarten.

| live in a rural space.

But what is a rural space for me? For me a rural space is one with many fields,
trees and forests around the village. In addition there are many farmers with animals.
| think living in Kiihnsdorf is great, because you have all you need and there is a
great infrastructure. You are near Klagenfurt, near Volkermarkt and near the
highway. There are many positive aspects about Kiihnsdorf, but also some negative
ones which are: there is no activity centre or no cinema or something like that. This is
pity. Next year a nursing home will be built in my region. In my view they should build
an activity centre and a place for teenagers, then Kiihnsdorf would be a perfect living
space.

1.5 My living space: Romana Petjak

| grew up in St. Stefan and | live in St. Stefan. On the one hand | think the rural space
is very beautiful and it means a lot to me, because there are meadows, mountains,
and lakes.

On the other hand | find that my living space is not so good, because there are no
pubs, restaurants or other leisure activities.We have only a church and a fire brigade.
Almost only old people go to church. For young people there is nothing in my place.
The positive aspects of my living space are my friends and my family. People in St.
Stefan are very nice and funny. We have a bus stop, so | can always go somewhere
else. What is good in addition, St. Stefan is not far from Bleiburg or Kiihnsdorf. So |
can always go to my favorite Disco. The absolute highlight in St. Stefan is the
Zeltfest. At this festival a music band and a lot of people come together from different
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places. It takes place once a year. That is really awesome because so many people
come to St. Stefan and have fun.

The negative aspect is that in St. Stefan there are no other special events.
To improve the situation more pubs and recreational activities like a cinema or a
youth club should be opened that attract young people.

2 Innovative i mprovements in the rural area Volkermarkt

After the presentation of the living spaces of our project team members we want to
talk about our rural region Volkermarkt. We are talking about the whole district.

As we know we have an excellently developed infrastructure, but there are a couple
of ideas which could upgrade our living space.

One idea is that we can establish a discount card for the bus fares for the whole rural
area Volkermarkt. So children who want to visit their friends at the weekend can take
the bus without the help of their parents.

To strengthen the local economic system we should financially support our rural
farmers.Each farmer should have a farm shop. This is the way we can have an
excellent, direct and local supply.

Another improvement would be cinemas in e.g. Volkermarkt. There we should create
youth-centers, where teenagers and kids are able to watch a good film in a cinema
near a good pub, where you can drink something.
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After such an amusement people should be able to go home safely by bus at an
acceptable price. Night buses would be of help.

From the educational aspect there should be a college of higher education in
Volkermarkt. This would offer the chance to attract many enterprises from
Volkermarkt and the area around and would not have to commute to Klagenfurt or
Graz.

There should also be a big mall in Volkermarkt. Adventure-buying and cross-border
shopping in the Alpine Adriatic Area have become very important to customers
recently.

Attractions should be created for tourists near our beautiful lakes.At the Klopeiner
See e.g. we could build a concert hall or arrange pleasure flights. Each company
should cooperate with the others in a branch.

Only when working together we are strong!!!

Our target must be to improve our area in any social, cultural and economic respect.



